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Memory 
 
for Bridget O’Toole 
 
It is a desert of rock 
the rain has finally withered 
till we are left black 
dots on a shrinking island. 
 
We come like pilgrims 
wandering at night through 
the dim landscape. A blue 
horizon lurks behind whin 
bushes and narrows to pass 
the pitch-black valley. 
 
We are at home. A place 
as man-forsaken as this  
must carry like the trees a silent 
immaculate history. Stones 
shift under the cliff’s shadow; 
nearby the tide closes in, 
master of the forgotten thing. 

43

Names 
 
They call this ‘the Black North’, 
black from the heart out. 
It doesn’t matter about 
particularities when mouths 
mumble the handy sayings 
and day-in minds tighten. 
 
I’ve been here having thought 
nowhere else was possible. 
A condition of destiny or what 
the old generations only fumbled 
with: conceit, success, a fair  
share of decent hardship. 
 
In this extreme, perched 
on the edge of the Atlantic, 
you feel to look down 
and gather around the details, 
thinking to store them away, 
bundle and pack in the exile’s way. 
 
Line up and through the turn- 
stile, click the ticket 
and wait till you’re clear of it. 
You need never recall 
the other names. 
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The Old Jewish Cemetery, Lodz 
 
Tabernacle, opened book, theatrum, 
dove, headstones topsy-turvy, 
till six unfilled pits 
take back from the atrocious silence 
the caretaker’s sleeping dog, 
the nondescript side door of exit. 
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Kristallnacht, 1938 
 
Observe the distracted faces of these men 
who are Jews, attempting to march and look casual. 
See, too, the shoddy uprighteousness 
of those who are leading this forced march, 
 
but do not miss the woman’s shy smile 
and the three men under the trees 
who look in different directions all at once. 
This shot is seen through the eyes of a smiling woman. 
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